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CoMAP to navigate the complexities of out-of-field teaching for pre-service and early-career teachers

1. Imagine yourself in a crowded room…

2. A problem and a reality

3. Project: Purpose and research questions

4. Solution: CoMAP as an innovative solution

5. Next steps



This material is provided to you as a Macquarie University student for your individual research and study purposes only. You cannot share this material publicly online without permission. Macquarie University is the copyright 
owner of (or has licence to use) the intellectual property in this material. Legal and/or disciplinary actions may be taken if this material is shared without the University’s written permission.

1. Imagine yourself in a crowded room…
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2. A problem within New South Wales, Australia
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Out-Of-Field Teaching 

Extent: 1 in 6 teachers in NSW secondary schools

Reason: Teacher shortage; Policy; Funding models 

Impact: An uncompetitive workforce. Decline in student learning 
outcomes, teacher wellbeing & subject integrity. Increase in attrition
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2. A problematic reality of teaching
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Trainee teachers and 
graduate teachers

Lack of support structures

Affects the most adaptive 
yet least equipped
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2. A national problem and a reality
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National report released to Ministers and key education stakeholder groups

https://ooftas-collective.org/toofsummit

https://ooftas-collective.org/toofsummit
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And a small-scale project was born… 
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Teaching geography beyond specialisation: 
a pre-service teacher experience

This research is funded through the MQ ECR Enabling Scheme and the Faculty of Arts ECR Fellowship; 
it also provides a voluntary research-training opportunity for two Merit Scholars.
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3. Project: Purpose and research questions
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Project: Teaching geography beyond specialisation - A pre-service teacher experience

To develop a strategy led by and suitable for initial teacher education providers to adopt and adapt 
to support pre-service teachers who will be teaching out-of-field, and be teaching Geography as an 

out-of-field subject (see Caldis, 2022; Campbell et al., 2019; Hobbs et al., 2022)

Initial Teacher 

Education

To progress understanding about the role of social labs as a support structure for pre-service 
teachers during a time of transition into the teaching profession (see Caldis, 2022; Caldis et al., 

2022; Kriewaldt & Lee, 2022)

Social labs

To ascertain the suitability and influence of the Professional Standards for the Accomplished 

Teaching of School Geography (GEOGStandards) with out-of-field teachers (see Caldis et al., 2022)
GEOGStandards
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3. Project: Purpose and research questions
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Project: Teaching geography beyond specalisation - A pre-service teacher experience

1. What are the emergent 

conditions which lead to pre-

service teachers being required 

to teach out of field during 

professional experience?

2. How do pre-service teachers 

manage the circumstance of 

teaching out of field?

3. What are the implications for 

initial teacher education 

providers?
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They can imagine themselves in a crowded room
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Teaching a subject they know something about

“I have not taught a Geo lesson yet but will soon … 
honestly looking forward to this social lab because I 

need the reassurance and support” Cleo
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CoMAP
develops 
agency

provides
support

Social labs

10 hours over 

10 weeks 

Trainee and 

graduate 

teachers

Professional 

Association 

input

Academic

input

Geography

Professional 
learning 

&
university 

study

4. Solution: CoMAP as an innovative solution
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Co-designed Micro-credential and Advising Program
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4. Solution: CoMAP as an innovative solution
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Social labs – solving a complex problem from within the participant group 

1. Modelling how to teach geography

2. Fishbowl and peer review

3. GEOGStandards and Reflexivity Theory

4. Setting, enacting, reflecting on and 
adjusting goals for teaching geography as 
an out-of-field subject

What makes 

your geography 

lesson 

geographical?

Initial thoughts

 Lived 

experience

GEOGStandards 

Reflexivity 

Theory

Hierarchy

Individual and 

collective



4. Solution: CoMAP as an innovative solution
GEOGStandards 

(Hutchinson & Kriewaldt, 2010; Kriewaldt & Mulcahy, 2010)  
https://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/ProfessionalStandards/index.php 

Item Summary of the professional standards for 

geography

1 Knowing geography and the curriculum

2 Fostering inquiry and fieldwork

3 Geographical thinking and communication

4 Understanding students and their communities

5 Establishing a safe  learning environment

6 Understanding geography teaching

7 Planning, assessing, and reporting

8 Professional growth and development

9 Learning and working collegially

Reflexivity theory (a structure-agent problem) 
(Archer, 2010, 2012, 2013)

Emergent 
properties
* Personal
* Structural
* Cultural

Influence
* Enabler

* Constraint

3 D process
* Discern

* Deliberate
* Dedicate

Structure – 
professional 
experience
Agent – 
preservice 
teacher
Problem – 
teaching out of 
field

https://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/ProfessionalStandards/index.php
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5. Next steps
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Making CoMAP a reality

Students

Trainee and 
graduate 
teachers

Subject and 
career 

pathways

Funding awarded 
from MQ Research 

Impact Program 
for ongoing research 

and commercialisation

Input from industry 

and professional 

associations 

An investment 

Future 
competitiveness 

of Australia’s 
workforce
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